
people

Report by RONALD LOH
rloh@sph.com.sg

Four people were charged 
yesterday morning with trying to 
fix a SEA Games football match.
Rajendran “Pal” Kurusamy,  55, was the 
only Singaporean among them.

He is said to have conspired with In-
donesian Nasiruddin, 52, and Timor 
Leste national Moises Natalino De Je-
sus, 32.

They allegedly met Timor Leste’s foot-
ball team manager Orlando Marques 
Henriques Mendes, 49, who is also the 
technical director of the Timor Leste 
football federation, at Orchid Country 
Club on Wednesday, where the three 
men offered $15,000 to Orlando to 
throw the match against Malaysia.

He allegedly accepted the bribe.
The arrests were made during an op-

eration that began late in the evening on 
Thursday and lasted through the morn-
ing, the Corrupt Practices Investigation 
Bureau (CPIB) said in an earlier press re-
lease.
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REFUTE: Rajendran ‘Pal’ Kurusamy denies fixing the Timor Leste versus Malaysia 
SEA Games football match. PHOTO: TNP FILE

MATCH: Malaysia 
beat Timor Leste 
1-0 last night. 
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Timor Leste met Malaysia in their 
football match last night. Malaysia won 
1-0. (See match report on page S7.)

Yesterday morning, Rajendran and 
Orlando denied the charge in court.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Nicholas 
Khoo requested for the four men to be 
remanded a week for further investiga-
tions. 

He said that not all the people in-
volved in the CPIB investigations have 
been apprehended.

Rajendran and his co-accused will be 

back in court on Friday.
The SEA Games football tournament 

kicked off on Friday.
The CPIB said that day that it had 

been monitoring football match-fixing 
activities.

Some members of the Timor Leste 
SEA Games football team have also 
been called up for investigations.

If found guilty of corruption, Ra-
jendran and his co-accused could be 
jailed up to five years and fined up to 
$100,000.
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A woman fell to her death from
the 60th floor of the Swissotel
The Stamford yesterday.
Police and the Singapore Civil Defence 
Force (SCDF) were alerted to the inci-
dent at about 2pm.

The New Paper on Sunday under-
stands that SCDF officers had to use a
scissors lift to reach the 2nd-storey par-
apet where the body — believed to be of 
a 59-year-old female hotel guest from
Australia — had landed.

The Swissotel, with 73 storeys, is one 
of Singapore’s tallest hotels.

Police say they are investigating the
unnatural death.

SHATTERED GLASS
Mr Albert See, 27, was near the adjoin-
ing Raffles City Shopping Centre when
he noticed five police cars and an ambu-
lance parked outside the hotel.

Curious, he tried to get a closer look 
and to his shock, saw shattered glass
and blood on the parapet.

Mr See immediately called The New
Paper hotline as he felt something seri-
ous had happened.

When TNPS visited later in the after-
noon, the area under the parapet was 
cordoned off. Shattered glass was lit-
tered all over the floor. 

A hotel spokesman said they were un-
able to comment on the incident as in-
vestigations are ongoing.

This is not the first time that such an 
incident has occurred at the hotel.

In 2012, a 40-year-old American wom-
an fell from at least 60 storeys and land-
ed on a metal parapet three storeys off 
the ground.
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